
A very warm welcome back, we hope that you have had a lovely Christmas and that 
2019 brings health and happiness to you and your families.  

Please make sure that children come to school with warm outdoor clothing.  If school has to close due to 
severe weather conditions, a text will be sent to the first contact as soon as a decision has been made.   

In wintry conditions, it is very important that you follow the following procedures: 

 

 Pedestrians, please use the routes in and out of school that have been cleared and gritted.  These 
routes will be clearly marked by cones. 

 In the event of severe weather conditions, parents will be asked by text, to drop children off near 
the main entrance, without parking their car at all.  Staff will meet children and take them into 
school via the main school entrance (reception). 

 In the event of snowy conditions, parents may receive a text message to pick their child up at a 
given time. This is to enable us to stagger the number of cars entering or exiting the car park, 
helping us to co-ordinate the children leaving school safely.  

 

School closure will also be posted on our school website. 
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Attendance 

Sacramental Preparation  

Please keep the children in Year 4 who have started Sacramental preparation in your prayers.   

Parents’ Evenings 

Parents’ evenings will take place on Monday 4th March and Tuesday 12th March.  This will be an            
opportunity for you to meet with your child’s class teacher to gain an up to date insight into the progress 
that they are making and ask any questions you may have. 

We have always been very proud of our excellent attendance throughout the 
school. In order to maintain our high standards, and ensure that children are 
not missing out on valuable learning, please make sure that children are only 
absent from school when absolutely necessary.  



Parking 

Ensuring the safety of everyone on our school premises is paramount and as you are aware parking on 
site has been an ongoing safety issue for a number of years. 

Through continuous risk assessments, and by implementing our current parking system, we have been 
able to keep cars on site. We are one of only a few sites in County Durham that actually allow traffic into 
the school grounds. We do this to ensure the safety of yourselves and your children and would like this to 
continue in the future. The system that we have at home time works very well and ensures the safety of 
all on our school grounds. 

Since the start of the year there have been incidents on a morning where the carpark has been backed up 
and the flow of traffic unable to pass through the school grounds swiftly. 

Please could I remind you that on a morning: 

 Dropping your child off quickly from the car at the entrance to the yard is fine as long as; you pull up 
at the gate where children will be met by a staff member, let your child safely out of the car and 
then move on immediately. 

 If parking your car and walking your child to the yard on a morning, please reverse into the            
allocated bays as you do on an evening. 

One problem that seems to have held up the car park on a morning is people dropping off their children 
from the car, at the gate, and then waiting there and watching them across the yard. This holds up the 
flow of the traffic and is dangerous. If you wish to drop off your child in this way, then please ensure that 
you move immediately once your child is in the school gate. 

The other issue that has been observed is that people have parked their cars blocking the entrance to the 
carpark, this makes it almost impossible for traffic to move safely and causes a queue of traffic on the 
main road. Please be respectful and mindful when parking your car on school grounds in order to ensure 
the safety of everyone. 

Finally, I ask you please to ensure that if you are not using the swift drop off on the zebra crossing and 
have parked your car in a bay, that you please supervise your child AT ALL TIMES when walking through 
the carpark. 

I am sure you will certainly agree that adhering to this system maintains the safety of everyone on our 
school grounds and most importantly our children. 

I appreciate your understanding and co-operation in this matter. 

Please ensure your ParentPay account is kept up to date with payments.  It is essential for school dinners 

and breakfast club to be credited on a regular basis to enable provisions to be bought.  ParentPay allows 

payments to be made at anytime of the day and for future payments to be made to keep your account in 

credit.  Thank you for your support. 

ParentPay 



School Uniform 

Our children always looks so smart in their uniform and wherever we go people comment on their 
appearance. We appreciate your co-operation in ensuring that your children wears the correct uniform 
for school. You can order school uniform at any time, from Tots to Teams, our online supplier.           
Please could I ask that only yellow polo shirts are worn as part of our uniform, and black sensible 
school shoes are worn—no trainers please. 

 

You can access our supplier at http://www.totstoteams.com.  The site is very easy to use, following the 
procedures below: 

 http://www.totstoteams.com 

 Click on schools icon on the top bar. 

Choose O from the alphabet on the right hand side, and you will see the link to Our Lady of Lourdes 
School.  Orders can be delivered free to school.  Further details can be found on our school website. 

School Uniform Cost Optional items Cost 

Sweatshirts from 

Cardigans from 

PE t-shirt from 

PE shorts from 

PE bag 

£8.95 

£10.45 

£4.45 

£3.50 

£3.60 

Polo shirts from  

Fleece from 

Showerproof coat 

Waterproof parka jacket 

Book bag 

£7.45 

£10.45 

£15.45 

£16.50 

£6.00 

Jewellery 

I would like to remind you that jewellery is not to be worn by children during the school day. For health 

and safety reasons earrings must be removed before children come to school. On the rare occasion 

where there is a problem, and earrings cannot be removed, then they must be taped up prior to coming 

to school– please come into school and see us if this is the case. 

We have noticed that more and more children are wearing watches for school, some of which are ‘Fitbit’ 

style watches. Whilst we see the benefit of wearing a ‘Fitbit’, and encourage children to improve their   

fitness as well as skills of telling the time, we do recognise that these watches are expensive to buy. It is 

for this reason that I am reminding you that we cannot accept any responsibility for these items if they 

are lost or damaged whilst at school; allowing your child to wear a Fitbit for school is at your own         

discretion. Any watches with access to photography or internet access are not allowed in school for 

safeguarding reasons. 

Please ensure that P.E. kits are available in school at all times. Kits are to be brought to school at the 

beginning of term and go home at half-term to be washed and to be returned to school on the first day 

back each term. 

Children from Year 2 to Year 6 should also have an outdoor PE kit consisting of joggers, sweatshirt and 

trainers. 

PE Kits 

http://www.totstoteams.com
http://www.totstoteams.com


 
 

FOOLLS (Friends of Our Lady of Lourdes School) 

Monday 21st January Class 3 trip to the Oriental Museum 

Wednesday 30th January—am Year 4 visit to St Bede’s—Food technology 

Tuesday 12th February 9.10am Class 3 Assembly 

Wednesday 13th February 9:30am Whole school mass led by Class 4 

Thursday 14th February 2.45pm Class 1 Liturgy 

Monday 18th to Friday22nd February School Closed for half-term 

Monday 25th February  School Closed– Training Day (1 day) 

Thursday 28th February Sacramental Preparation (session 2) 5.30pm 

Monday 4th March Parents’ Evening 3.30pm-6pm 

Wednesday 6th March - 9:30am Ash Wednesday - whole school will join the Parish mass 

Tuesday 12th March  Parents’ Evening 3.30pm-6pm 

Thursday 14th March  First Reconciliation Service (session 3) 5.30pm 

Friday 5th April 9:30am Whole school mass led by Reception Class 

Friday 5th April  Break up for Easter.  

Tuesday 23rd April Return to school 

Week beginning Monday 13th May  Key Stage 2 SATs week 

Dates for your Diary 

Email: ourladyoflourdes@durhamlearning.net   

http://www.ourladyoflourdes.durham.sch.uk/           Headteacher: Mrs Ashton 

 

Our Schools App - reminder 

OurSchoolsApp is a personalised app for our school and will allow us to keep you all updated with school 

information, news, calendar events and contact information.  Search for ‘ourschoolsapp’ and download 

the app. Once downloaded, use the search bar within the app and enter the postcode or the name of the 

school. 

Many thanks to our FOOLLS for their continued work to fundraise for the school.  I would also like to 
thank you for your generosity and support leading up to Christmas.  All money raised last term went 
towards the Christmas activities and trips.  The Christmas Fayre and Raffle raised £1,381.45. 

Packed Lunches and Dinners  

If you wish for your child to transfer from packed lunches to school dinners we require at least one week’s 

notice. This is to allow for the correct amount of stock to be ordered as all of our lunches are prepared 

and served on site. 


