
The season of Lent is fast approaching and will begin on Ash Wednesday (March 6th) with the whole 
school joining the Parish Mass.  

 

We began our first day back after the holidays with a visit from Mrs Hodgson from CAFOD. She talked to 
all of the children and staff about the very important work that CAFOD does globally, helping children 
and families all over the world.  Mrs Hodgson challenged the children to ‘Give something up’ during this 
Lenten season and to donate any money earned to CAFOD.  

 

Throughout Lent we will also be supporting our chosen charity this year ‘Dementia’- a charity which is 
close to our hearts and we’re sure  many of yours too. Any contributions given throughout Lent will go to 
raising awareness of this very underfunded charity. 

On Thursday 14th March, our children who are preparing to receive the Sacraments, will be taking the 
next step in their faith journey and will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time. This 
will take place in church at 5.30pm. All members of our school and Parish families are welcome to attend 
and support the children on this special occasion. 
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First Reconciliation  

Reminder:  Parents’ Consultations will take place on Monday 4th March and Tuesday 12th March. Staff 

are looking forward to sharing with you all of the wonderful learning that has taken place this term.  

Please note Year 2, Mrs Hoggarth’s class has changed slightly; 

 Monday 4th March 

World Book Day  

World Book Day this year will be celebrated in school on Friday 15th March. There will be various           

activities taking place and parents will be invited to attend for some of the fun. Fancy dress is optional for 

this event. More information will follow soon. 

Welcome back – we hope that you all had a relaxing break. Since returning to school, the children have 

been working extremely hard and are looking forward to the exciting events of this half term.   



Traffic Meeting  

There will be a meeting taking place  in school on Tuesday 19th March at 6pm relating to traffic on our 
school site. Staff, governors and all parents are welcome and encouraged to attend– further information 
will follow. 

New Bishop 

Pope Francis has appointed Bishop Robert Byrne as Bishop of the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle.  

Bishop Byrne was born in Manchester on 22 September 1956. He was ordained priest in 1985 and        

Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Birmingham on 13 May, 2014.  

Speaking of his appointment, Bishop Byrne said: “I am deeply humbled by the trust Pope Francis has 

placed in me with this appointment as Bishop of Hexham & Newcastle, I look forward to making my home 

in the North East, with its rich Christian heritage, and also getting to know and serve the people, deacons, 

religious and priests of the Diocese. I ask all of you to keep me in your prayers as I pray for you.” 

Bishop Byrne will be the fourteenth Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle, we are sure that he will very much 

enjoy his new home and we look forward to working with him in the future. 

Spotlight on Sport 

At Our Lady of Lourdes School we are very proud of all of the sporting opportunities that we offer for our 

children. Over the next few weeks some of our children will have the opportunity to show off and apply 

their sporting talents, by taking part in various festivals alongside other local schools-during the school 

day.    

These events are: 

 Hoopstarz Y2                                                                     

 Football Festival Y1/2  

 Skipping Festival Y3/4 

 Dance Festival—Musical Theatre After-School Group 

We wish our children luck in these events and are sure that they will be ‘Shining Stars’ as they always are. 

Fairtrade Fortnight 

Over the next two weeks, throughout the school, we will be learning about Fairtrade. 

We will be learning all about what Fairtrade means, how we can help people to re-

ceive a fair wage for their produce and may even sample some Fairtrade products. 

Look out on our blogs for updates on what we have been learning. 

PE Kits 

Please ensure that you child has their full PE kit in school at all times– including appropriate footwear. 

Each class has scheduled PE sessions, but at times take part in additional physical activities and need to 

use their kit. 



 
 

FOOLLS (Friends of Our Lady of Lourdes School) 

Monday 4th March 3.30-6pm Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 6th March 9.30am Ash Wednesday (Parish Mass) 

Tuesday 12th March 9-12am Y3/4 Football Tournament  

Thursday 14th March 9.10am Class 4 Assembly  

Thursday 14th March 1.30pm Y5/6 Liturgy St. Bede’s 

Thursday 14th March 5.30pm Holy Communion Meeting (session 3)  

Friday 15th March  World Book Day 

Friday 15th March (PM) Y3/4 Skipping Festival 

Monday 18th March Class 4 Educational Visit 

Tuesday 19th March 6pm Traffic  Meeting  

Wednesday 20th March 9.10am Year 5 Assembly 

Friday 22nd March 9.30am Class 3 Mass 

Tuesday 26th March  Dance Festival– Performing Arts Group 

Thursday 28th March  9.15-10.30am Coffee Morning 

Friday 5th April 9.30am Reception Class Mass 

Friday 5th April  Easter Egg Raffle 

Friday 5th April School breaks up for the Easter holidays 

Dates for your Diary 

Email: ourladyoflourdes@durhamlearning.net   

http://www.ourladyoflourdes.durham.sch.uk/           Headteacher: Mrs Ashton 

 

Our Schools App - reminder 

OurSchoolsApp is a personalised app for our school and will allow us to keep you all updated with school 

information, news, calendar events and contact information.  Search for ‘ourschoolsapp’ and download 
the app. Once downloaded, use the search bar within the app and enter the postcode or the name of the 

school. 

The FOOLLS will be organising a coffee morning, which is taking place on Thursday the 28th March– 
9.15am/10-.30am in the school hall. All are welcome to attend and it would be lovely to see as many of 
you as possible. 

 

The FOOLLS will also be helping to organise an Easter Egg raffle. Donations of Easter eggs will be 
gratefully received. Raffle tickets will be on sale from Monday 1st of April.  


