
A very warm welcome back to school. I hope you and your family had a happy and holy Easter.  
I cannot believe that we are at the start of the Summer Term already! 

The children have returned with their usual enthusiasm and it is a pleasure to see this on their faces 
and in their behaviour. We look forward to what will be a busy but exciting term.  

Hopefully the Summer Term will bring with it some lovely weather. During this time, we ask that all 

children bring a sun-hat to school, which they will need to wear at break/lunch times. We also ask that 

children bring sun-cream to school. Staff cannot apply sun cream, so we would ask that children are able 

to apply this themselves or that sun-cream is applied before children come to school.  Please remember 

to send a water bottle to school each day so that children can have plenty of drinks, and keep 

hydrated in the hot weather.  We want all of our children to be able to enjoy the summer sun, but to 

keep safe when they are outside. 
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School Uniform 

Thank you for ensuring that children continue to look smart in their school uniform. As we move into 

summer uniform, I would like to remind you that shorts and light blue, checked dresses can be worn. 

Please remember that children must wear sensible and safe footwear at all times. We would kindly ask 

that shoes are flat and that no trainers are worn as they are not part of school uniform.  

Yellow Reading Record Books 

Reading is such an important part of our lives and is essential to developing skills across the curriculum. 

Children are provided with a school reading book to take home on a Friday. These should be read over 

the weekend and returned to school, to be changed and allow teacher comments to be added during the 

week. To help maintain home-school links and ensure that reading is given high priority, we would 

appreciate your support in the following ways. 

Reception and KS1 parents - please comment in your child’s yellow reading book at least weekly. This 

may be: 

 a general comment such as ‘good reading’  
 specify how many pages were read. 
 whether your child enjoyed/didn’t enjoy the text or liked/disliked the characters. 
 if your child has read any other texts at home. 

KS2 parents -please make a comment, where you think it is relevant, and ensure that you sign the yellow 

reading book on a weekly basis to show that your child has read. Please note that children do not have 

to just read their school texts, we would also like to know about other texts read. Also, encourage your 

child to add their own comments in their books. 

Many thanks for your continued support. 



Sports Week 

Following on from our successful Sports Week last year, we are holding another fun-filled week of 

activities for our children. This year, Sports Week will begin on Monday 10th June 2019.  

As we are promoting Outdoor Learning in our school, we will have a fun-packed week, full of outdoor 

learning activities which link to other areas of the curriculum. More information will follow shortly.  

Sports Morning 

Our Sports Morning will be held on Friday 14th June 2019, weather permitting. Children will take part in 

their races, in their key stage and team groups. After the races, we will have a shared lunch on the field. 

Everyone is welcome to join us for this lovely morning, celebrating the sporting achievements of our 

children. As last year, we would ask children, if possible, to wear a t-shirt to match their team colours. 

More information will follow shortly, including your child's team colour.   

Summer Fayre  
Following the amazing success and feedback from our Spring Fayre last year, we have decided to hold a 

Summer Fayre/Coffee Morning on Friday 28th June 2019. Once again, the children will design and make a 

range of products to sell—more information will follow shortly.  

First Holy Communions 

After much preparation between home, school and parish, our First Holy Communion children are almost 

ready to receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist for the first time. All are welcome to support our children 

on this special day. It will take place on Sunday 16th June 2019, at 11:30am, in Our Lady of Lourdes’ 

Church. It would be lovely to see as many people as possible there representing our school family.  

Thank you to Father Frank, our School Chaplain and Parish Catechists who have supported our children 

and parents during this special time.  

Website 

After School Clubs 

Please check our website on a regular basis.  It contains up to date information, including diary dates 

and what your child is learning this term.      http://www.ourladyoflourdes.durham.sch.uk/  

All After School Clubs will start again next week.   

Classic Cars Show 

We have an exciting event planned for Thursday 13th June. The school will be hosting a classic cars show 

with many cars on show which I know you, family and friends would love to see.  It will be a lovely 

community event so please keep the date available between 4pm and 7pm. More details to follow. 

SATs Week 

Please think about our Year 6 children as their SATs week approaches. The children are working 

extremely hard to prepare for their end of Key Stage tests. SATs week will begin on Monday 13th May 

2019. The last paper will take place on Thursday 16th May 2019.  

PE Kits 

Please ensure that you child has their full PE kit in school at all times – including appropriate footwear. 

Each class has scheduled PE sessions, but at times take part in additional physical activities and need to 

use their kit. 



 

Monday 6th May School closed for Bank Holiday Monday. 

Monday 13th May Year 6 SATs Week begins 

Tuesday 21st May  2.45pm Class 4 Liturgy 

Friday 24th May  Break up for half term. 

Monday 3rd June Return to school. 

Monday 10th June Outdoor Learning Week begins 

Friday 14th June Sports Morning and shared lunch 

Sunday 16th June 11:30am First Holy Communion Mass 

Tuesday 18th June  9:10am Reception Assembly 

Wednesday 19th — Friday 21st June Year 5 and Year 6 Residential  

As we are waiting for confirmation of dates, all dates linked to Year 6 Leavers will be sent out shortly.  

Friday 20th July Break up for the Summer Holidays 

Thursday 5th September 2019 Children return to school.  

Dates for your Diary 

Email: ourladyoflourdes@durhamlearning.net   

http://www.ourladyoflourdes.durham.sch.uk/           Headteacher: Mrs Ashton 

Recent Events 

Super Scientists 

Congratulations to our Year 5 and 6 Science Ambassadors, who won an award at Durham University on 

Friday. They competed against other schools and came first with their interesting presentation about 

DNA, having impressed the panel of judges. They were excellent representatives for our school and we 

are so proud of them! 

Beacon of Light Visit  

Our Key Stage 2 children were given a wonderful opportunity to visit the Beacon of Light at Sunderland 

and met the Duchess of Wessex who was there to officially open the centre. As always, the children were 

an absolute credit to the school.  

World Book Day  

Many thanks to all our parents who attended our celebrations for World Book Day. We were 

overwhelmed with your support and hope you enjoyed sharing a love of reading with your child. All 

children took part in a Reading Rooms activity as part of their Reading Challenge. We all had a wonderful 

day!  


