
A very warm welcome back, we hope that you have had a lovely Christmas and that 
2018 brings health and happiness to you and your families. 

Please make sure that children come to school with warm outdoor clothing.  If school has to close due to 
severe weather conditions, a text will be sent to the first contact as soon as a decision has been made.   

In wintry conditions, it is very important that you follow the following procedures: 

 

 Pedestrians, please use the routes in and out of school that have been cleared and gritted.  These 
routes will be clearly marked by cones. 

 In the event of severe weather conditions, parents will be asked by text, to drop children off near 
the main entrance, without parking their car at all.  Staff will meet children and take them into 
school via the main school entrance (reception). 

 In the event of snowy conditions, parents may receive a text message to pick their child up at a 
given time. This is to enable us to stagger the number of cars entering or exiting the car park, 
helping us to co-ordinate the children leaving school safely.  

School closure will also be posted on our school website. 
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90th Anniversary Celebrations. 

Thank you to everyone who attended our 90th birthday celebrations. It was lovely to see so many people 
at Mass and then in school to enjoy coffee, cake and looking at lots of photographs, whilst taking a trip 
down memory lane. Mass was a true reflection of the values our school is based upon and how the 
children live these out daily. Many people commented on the children’s respect and outstanding 
behaviour in church. It was a proud day for all involved in our school family. Please see the school blog 
for pictures of the day, including the children enjoying their party lunch.  

Parent Workshops 

Parent workshops for maths, as requested, will be held this term. These sessions will also include a brief 
update for parents in relation to E-Safety and ICT.  These sessions will take place on Tuesday 6th February 
2018 at:  

 Class 3, 4, 5 and 6 - 3:30pm—4:15pm or 4:20pm –5:00pm. 

 Reception and Key Stage 1 (R, Y1 and Y2) - 3:30pm—4:15pm or 4:20pm –5:00pm. 



Sacramental Preparation  

Please keep the children who have started Sacramental preparation in your prayers.  The children will be 
presented to the Parish at mass on Saturday 20th January, at 6pm.  Please come along and support them 
if you can. 

FOOLLS (Friends of Our Lady of Lourdes School) 

Many thanks to our FOOLLS for their continued work to fundraise for the school.  I would also like to 
thank you for your generosity and support leading up to Christmas.  All money raised last term went 
towards the Christmas activities and trips.  Hopefully you will agree, Santa Claus was very kind too! 

The next coffee afternoon is Friday 2nd February at 2:15pm. The next FOOLLS meeting will take place on 
Friday 23rd February at 9:15am and new members would be very welcome.   

Winter Olympics 9th February– Themed Day 

To celebrate the opening of the Winter Olympics school will be having a themed day, where children can 
come to school wearing sports clothing. Donations of £1 are kindly requested and this money will go 
towards future trips and experiences for our children.   

School Uniform 

Just a little reminder that school uniform can be ordered at any time, from Tots to Teams, our online 
supplier. 

You can access our supplier at http://www.totstoteams.com.  The site is very easy to use, following the 
procedures below: 

 http://www.totstoteams.com 

 Click on schools icon on the top bar. 

Choose O from the alphabet on the right hand side, and you will see the link to Our Lady of Lourdes 
School.  Orders can be delivered free to school.  Further details can be found on our school website. 

School Uniform Cost Optional items Cost 

Sweatshirts 

Cardigans 

PE t-shirt 

PE shorts 

PE bag 

£8.50 

£10.20 

£4.00 

£3.30/£4.20 

£3.60 

Polo shirt 

Fleece 

Showerproof coat 

Waterproof parka jacket 

Book bag 

£6.80 

£9.75 

£13.45 

£16.50 

£4.80 

ParentPay 

As you know, we have introduced a more convenient way to pay for school meals, breakfast club, trips, 
after school clubs and much more online, using a secure service called ParentPay.  We no longer accept 
cash and cheque payments, making the school a cash-free environment.  Parents who need to continue 
making payments by cash may do so using the PayPoint network at local convenience stores.  If you 
prefer to use the PayPoint network please see Mrs Armstrong who can supply you with a letter with a 
barcode to enable you to make any necessary payments. We have had some great feedback from 
parents using ParentPay, but if you are having any issues at all, please don’t hesitate to speak to Mrs 
Armstrong, who is always happy to help. 

http://www.totstoteams.com
http://www.totstoteams.com


Please check our website on a regular basis.  It contains up to date information, including diary dates and 
what your child is learning this term.      http://www.ourladyoflourdes.durham.sch.uk/  

All clubs will start next week. Please note that football for KS2 will not take place this term but will restart 
in the summer term. A fencing club will be offered to Upper KS2 after half-term for 5 weeks.  Mr 
Baldesera will start a new lunchtime gardening/woodwork club. 

 
Further dates will be added during the term - please check the school calendar on our website regularly. 

Parents’ Evenings 

Friday 2nd February 2:15pm Coffee Afternoon 

Tuesday 6th February  Safer Internet Day and Maths/ICT Parent workshops.  

Wednesday 7th February 9:30am Class 2 Mass 

Friday 9th February  Winter Olympic themed day/ Break up for half term.  

Monday 19th February Return to school. 

Friday 23rd February 9:15am FOOLLS Meeting 

Tuesday 27th February Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 1st March  World Book Day Events (more information to follow)  

Monday 5th March Parents’ Evening  

Thursday 29th March Break up for Easter.  

Monday 16th April Return to school 

Monday 14th May to Thursday 17th May Key Stage 2 SATs week 

Dates for your Diary 

Email: ourladyoflourdes@durhamlearning.net   

http://www.ourladyoflourdes.durham.sch.uk/           Headteacher: Mrs Ashton 

Website 

Clubs 

Parents’ evening will take place on Tuesday 27th February and Monday 5th March. This will be an 
opportunity for you to see your child’s wonderful work and meet with their class teacher to find out 
what they have been up to and gain an up to date insight into the progress that they are making. 

Our Schools App - reminder 

OurSchoolsApp is a personalised app for our school and will allow us to keep you all updated with school 

information, news, calendar events and contact information.  Search for ‘ourschoolsapp’ and download 
the app. Once downloaded, use the search bar within the app and enter the postcode or the name of the 

school. 



Leave of Absence during Term Time  - annual letter to parents 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

In July 2012, Charlie Taylor (the Government’s expert advisor on behaviour at that time) was asked by 
Michael Gove (Secretary of State for Education) to conduct a review of school attendance.  Mr Taylor 
stated in his report that if children are taken away for a two week holiday every year and have an average 
number of days off for sickness and appointments, then by the time they leave at sixteen they will have 
missed a year of school. 

There was since a change in the law concerning term time leave of absence from 1st September 2013, 
Head Teachers are not able to grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are exceptional 
circumstances.  Where leave is granted, Head Teachers must decide the number of school days a child 
can be away from school.   

If you wish to make an application for your child’s term time leave of absence, you must fill out an 
application form, which can be requested from school reception.  The application form asks you to outline 
the reasons why you feel your application for leave of absence during term time should be regarded as 
‘exceptional.’  Following the submission 

 of your application, you will be notified as soon as possible of the School’s decision. 

Parents / carers should be aware that if you take leave of absence during term time without making a 
prior application to the school, or if you make an application but your requested leave of absence is not 
authorised and still take the child out of school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised.  Similarly, 
if you keep your child away from school for longer than agreed / authorised, the excess absence will be 
recorded as unauthorised.  

Unauthorised absences on your child’s attendance record may mean that you are liable to incur a Fixed 
Penalty Notice or could face prosecution.  A fixed penalty notice will be issued to each person with 
parental responsibility for the child / children who is deemed liable for the offence / offences.  ‘The 
Frequently Asked Questions’ below explains circumstances where enforcement action may be taken 
more fully.  

Frequently Asked Questions 

What does the law say about leave of absence in term time? 

It says Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are exceptional 
circumstances.  Head Teachers should determine the number of school days a child can be away from 
school if the leave is granted. 

If my child’s school refuses to authorise my term time leave of absence request, will I receive a Fixed 
Penalty Notice and can I be prosecuted? 

Durham County Council’s Fixed Penalty Notice Protocol acknowledges that regular and punctual 
attendance at school is both a legal requirement and essential for pupils to maximise their educational 
opportunities.  

Circumstances where a Penalty Notice might be issued include unauthorised leave of absence in term 
time, or other parentally condoned absence where the absence amounts to seven school days or more in 
a minimum twelve rolling school week period.  You can be prosecuted if you receive a fixed penalty 
notice and it is not paid.   

Under the Education Act 1996, parents commit an offence if they fail to ensure their child’s regular school 
attendance.  Taking a child out of school for a leave of absence without permission, and where the 
absence amounts to seven school days or more of unauthorised absence in a minimum twelve week 
rolling term is viewed as failing to ensure your child’s regular attendance at school.  

Payment of a Penalty Notice, where offered, is an alternative to prosecution.  If unpaid, prosecution for 
the Education Act offence may therefore ensue. A fixed penalty notice will be issued to each person with 
parental responsibility for the child / children who is deemed liable for the offence / offences. 


