
Our Wonderful World Resources

Helping Our Environment

Order of Resources:
1. Art/DT
2. PSHE
3. PE
4. Science
5. Geography



1. Art/DT Resources



How many ways can you reuse a plastic bottle?



How many ways can you reuse a plastic bottle?



Art using symmetrical patterns example



Saving/destroying world example



2. PSHE Resources

Aspects of the 
environment could be:

• Saving the oceans
• Recycling
• Deforestation
• Plastic pollution
• Air pollution



3. PE Resources



4. Science Resources



Life cycle of a Plastic Bottle



What Can Be Recycled?

• Paper and Cardboard  - such as newspaper and cardboard boxes

• Plastic – such as yoghurt pots and milk bottles

• Metal – such as cans 

• Glass – such as bottles and jars

• Clothes – such as jumpers and trousers

• Garden Waste - such as grass cuttings 

• Food – such as apple cores and leftovers



The Recycling Process

Your household recycling is collected and taken to a recycling depot.



The Recycling Process

The bottles are separated from other rubbish by people, machines or a mix of 
both.



Plastic Recycling

After the materials have been sorted, they are sent to a reprocessing factory to 
be recycled and made into new products.

In the reprocessing factory the plastic bottles are washed.



Plastic Recycling

The bottles are then sorted by plastic type using a special process 
called infrared.



Plastic Recycling

The bottles are then sorted by colour e.g. brown, blue green and natural.



Plastic Recycling

The bottles are shredded.



Plastic Recycling

The shredded bottle pieces are melted.



Plastic Recycling

Pellets are made from the melted, shredded plastic bottles.



Plastic Recycling

New items like carrier bags and more plastic bottles are made. The pellets can 
then be used to make new items like plastic fencing, carrier bags or new plastic 
bottles.



Plastic Recycling

Recycling helps us to use less raw materials, reduces landfill and also reduces 
the amount of damaging greenhouse gases release. 

Look at the arrows in the recycling symbol. What do the arrows represent?

Why is it important to recycle?
Photo courtesy of ColinD13 (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Science



5. Geography Resources

Weblinks to use:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks1-ks2-ivys-plant-workshop-the-impact-
deforestation-has-on-plants/zd34hbk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUstYj4o2VQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tazUk-I1uZI

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks1-ks2-ivys-plant-workshop-the-impact-deforestation-has-on-plants/zd34hbk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUstYj4o2VQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tazUk-I1uZI


Paper 
aeroplanes?

Books?

Bow and 
arrow?

Furniture? 

Firewood?

Think about It

What do you think about when you look at these pictures? 



What about a tree or perhaps a forest?



Forest Fact

Around 30% of the Earth is covered by trees.

The Amazon 
(South America)

Madagascar

The Congo 
(Central Africa)

Southeast Asia

New Guinea



Why Are Rainforests so Important?

Rainforests cover only 6% of the Earth but they are home to 50% of all plant and 
animal species. In just four square miles you might find:

1,500 flowering 
plants

750 species of trees
150 species of 

butterflies

400 species of birds



And much more!



Rainforests get their name from 
the heavy rains that fall almost 
every day. Trees soak up the 
water and help prevent erosion. 
Without them the soil would 
wash away.

Why Are Rainforests so Important?



Why Are Rainforests so Important?

Rainforests are often known as the ‘lungs of the Earth’. 
The trees absorb harmful carbon dioxide and produce 
20% of the oxygen in Earth’s atmosphere.



Why Are Rainforests so Important?

25% of medicines come from plants found 
in the rainforest.



Forest Fact

The rainforests are disappearing.

Do you know why the 
rainforests are 
disappearing?



What Is Deforestation?

Deforestation occurs when trees are cut down across a wide area which is then 
permanently cleared for another use.

Did You Know…?
Every 20 minutes, an area of rainforest the size of 20 football pitches is cut 
down. If this rate continues, there will be no rainforests in 100 years.



Why Are the Rainforests Cut Down?

Do you know 
what we use trees 

for?

Trees are useful and valuable. Among other 
things, they are used for paper, building and 
firewood.

The rainforest is home to a unique variety of tree 
species. Hardwoods such as teak or mahogany 
are strong and so are perfect for building and for 
making furniture. However, these trees are slow 
growing and are not easy to replace.



There are over 7 billion people on the planet. 
This number keeps growing.
By 2100, there could be 11.2 billion people!

All of these people need food so land is cleared 
for farming.



What Are the Effects of Deforestation?

Soil erosion: Tree roots help hold the 
soil and prevent it being washed 
away. Without trees, the soil is 
washed into rivers and streams, 
blocking them, causing flooding and 
contaminated drinking water.

Droughts: Trees are an important part 
of the water cycle. Without them, 
there will be a lack of rain.

Habitat loss: Animals and plants lose 
their home so some may become 
endangered or extinct.



What Are the Effects of Deforestation?

Climate change: Scientists believe 
deforestation has a worldwide effect 
on climate. Trees store carbon 
dioxide. When they are cut down, 
carbon dioxide builds up in the 
atmosphere and is known as a 
greenhouse gas which causes global 
warming. 

Lack of biodiversity: The number of 
different species becomes smaller.


